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Newaygo United Methodist Church News

We are a caring and supportive community where all are welcome.  We are God’s Dreamseekers who seek to make disciples in ways that show love, respect and service to our community.
A NEW DAY, A NEW YEAR, A NEW BEGINNING
I stopped making New Year’s resolutions when I realized that I had neither the will nor the desire to carry through with them.  For instance, the resolution to avoid chocolate in any form, falls to the wayside when the first sight or smell of a snickers bar assaults my eyes and nose.  We make those foolish resolutions thinking they will have an impact on our lives and change some of our habits.  But if we don’t have the resources or the will power, they are useless resolutions.  What really makes a difference in our resolution is if we see the point for it or have a strong desire to see it through.  For instance, if my whole life revolves around my faith, then a resolution concerning my faith would be more likely to be carried out.  My new resolution might sound like this:  I will increase the number of times I pray each day, at least once each hour, whether there is a need to pray or not.  But it’s a resolution that needs to be worked on and developed over time.  So I probably wouldn’t reach my goal the first day, although I might set my phone for that.  There would be times when I would be tied up in a meeting or a movie and I have to silence my phone.  But I see the overall point in that resolution: to spend more time and attention with God.  

What would happen if our New Year’s resolutions centered around our relationship with God?  Might we grow in our relationship with God?  Could it be that we would find a source of peace in a fractured world?  Would our hearts be more tuned in to what God’s will for our lives is?  Would we find that God is there in all our circumstances?  Might we be more responsive and kinder to those around us?  What would happen if we spent more time with God?  Would God do a good work through us?  Would our actions draw more people to the light of Jesus?  Would we be bolder in proclaiming the Word through our actions and speech?  Would we find joy rather than complaint?  

What if our New Year’s resolution sounded like this:  I resolve to find more blessings in life than complaints and dissatisfaction.  Would that color our perspective and give us more hope?  Would we see that this is not such a bad world after all even though we see evil at work?  Would we get good at perceiving the presence of God even in the presence of evil?  I know all of us reacted to the killing of the little children in Connecticut.  We were outraged, saddened, wondering how someone could do such a thing.  But did any of us note that those little children were not alone, that God was with them in those terrifying moments, wrapping them safely in his arms and carrying them to His home as each one died?  Did any of us see God in the moments of heroism from the principal and teachers involved?  Did we see God in the outpouring of sympathy and condolences from not only the people of that community, but from around the world.  Did we see God in the interviews with clergy and president and others who affirmed that God was at work even in such a horrifying situation? 

The more time we spend with God, conversing, praying, thinking about, and studying about, the better we are able to put things into perspective that sees God at work, not necessarily stopping a tragic incident but sending people who can bring comfort and hope.  

So instead of making resolutions that are quickly broken, resolutions centered around ourselves, why don’t we make resolutions concerning our relationship with God?  

I am wishing everyone a very Happy New Year, a very blessed New Year.










Pastor Kathy
Newaygo United Methodist Church – United Methodist Women

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is:

· To know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ.

· To develop a creative supportive fellowship.

· To expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

Who Can Join?

We welcome all women who commit themselves to our Purpose, including you.  You don't have to be a member of The United Methodist Church to join. Our membership is diverse: women of many races, cultures, languages, young and old. There is no minimum age requirement.
Our members are women of diverse ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds:.

· Employed and unemployed

· Women with disabilities

· Housewives and career women

· Single, married, widowed and divorced women

· Teen, young, middle-aged and older women

· College and university women

We are multicultural, multilingual, and multiracial
As a member, you join forces with other women to embrace and work on the four mission emphases reflected in the Purpose.  Though every church is to have a unit of United Methodist Women, membership in The United Methodist Church does not automatically make you a member. You actively choose to become involved in the organization’s mission and support the Purpose.

UMW Meeting Dates

All women are welcome at any of the following meeting.  Join us when you are able.

Longcore Circle – We will not meet in January or February.  Our next meeting will be on March 6, 2013.  Please watch the bulletin for more information regarding place and time.  
UMW-Ladies Night Out – February 12, 2013 @ 6:30pm at NUMC We are studying “World Religions In 15 Minutes A Day”  this book is very interesting because as questions come up about a certain religion we can skip to that part in the book and read about it and then go on to another section.  We are talking about several different world religions at each meeting so join us when you can.
Mary Martha Circle – Tuesday, January 15, 2013 @ 9:30am.
Prayer Shawls

[image: image2.wmf]Knitters and people who can crochet wanted – knit at home or join us at Vera’s House on Wednesday’s at 8:30am.  Some yarn has been donated for our shawls.  See Dolores Cook, Jackie Pederson or Millie Stine.

The prayer shawls are given to persons who are struggling with something in their life.  They provide a bit of comfort to let them know someone cares and is praying for them.

Christian  Education News
Children’s Christmas Play 
Thank you to the children for all their hard work in bringing us the story of Jesus through “CHRISTMAS”.  Thank you to all the parents for making sure your children were here for practices.  Thank you to all who attended to watch the children tell the story of Jesus.

[image: image3.emf]
A special thank you to the congregation for all the time, energy and though that went into the Christmas boxes the children received after the play.  Each box was tailored for the likes of our children and they loved them.

THANK YOU!
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Worship Helpers for January

January 13  
Liturgist:   Nancy Clark

Acolyte:   Elizabeth Brooks
Inside Ushers: Ron & Kay Pardonnet
Outside Ushers:  Al & Karen Winchel

Projector:  Elijah Brooks

Sound:  Deb Prins

 

 January 20  
Liturgist:  Susanne Geerdink
Acolyte: Taylor Prins
Inside Ushers:  Ruth Merritt & Millie Stine
Outside Ushers:  Anne Henning & Jan Fisher
Projector: Taylor Prins
Sound:  Deb Prins
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January 27  
Liturgist:  Joe Groff
Acolyte:  Elijah Brooks
Inside Ushers:  Sue Osborn & Jackie Pederson
Outside Ushers:  Joan Faulkner & Dolores Cook
Projector: Elijah Brooks
Sound:  Deb Prins
If you can’t be here when scheduled please call the church office.



                                   Treasurers Report

May God bless you in this new year.  Thank you for being such a giving and generous church.  Each month we are able to meet the needs of the church and we were able to pay 100% of our Ministry Shares for 2012.  THANKS BE TO GOD!
Contributions through December 31, 2012 -
 
$10,178.00
Expenses through December 31, 2012 – 

$  8,111.00



Total Overage
 - 
$ 2,067.00
If you have any questions or would like to see a more detailed treasurer’s report please call Deb Prins at 231-652-6581 or see the copy of the reports posted on bulletin board in the church office.
Please prayerfully consider how you will continue to support the ministries of Newaygo United Methodist Church with your prayers, time, talents and treasures.  Have a blessed Christmas.

West MI Conference and Grand Rapids District Reminders

Save The Date: Saturday, March 9, 2013
A GR District Leadership Event AND the GR District Conference are being planned for Saturday, March 9, 2013 at Cornerstone UMC. This will be a morning event with workshops around technology, local church leadership and more, plus the GR District Conference! Tentative time is 8:30am until 12:30pm. Registration info coming soon! Questions? grdistrict@wmcumc.org. 

Lay Servant Ministry Training Events
Spring 2013 Lay Servant Ministry Classes at Wyoming Park UMC (2244 Porter SW, Wyoming, MI 49509.)
· Basic Class 
· Advanced Class - Methodist History/John Wesley 

Saturday, March 16 and Saturday, April 13 from 9am-3pm with lunch included both days. Registration will begin in January.  FALL 2013 training at Rockford UMC.  Advanced Class will be Thursdays, Oct. 4, 11, 18 from 6:30-8:30pm.  Basic Class will be Oct. 4, 11, 18, 24 from 6:30-8:30pm. Questions? Please email Jody Pratt at prattgji@hughes.net or 269.792.0481. 
Lay Servant Ministries Online Courses
Several times a year, BeADisciple.com hosts online courses which have been approved by the General Board of Discipleship as an advanced course in Lay Servant Ministries.  These are designated by the GBOD logo “Learning and Leading."  While anyone is welcome to enroll for a great learning experience only those who have completed the Basic Course and have been certified as UM Lay Servants are eligible for re-certification through these courses.
Newaygo United Methodist Church Activities January 2013
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1
New Years Day Office Closed
	2
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits

9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

7pm – Choir Practice
	3
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off

	4
	5
8:30am – Exercise Group

	6  9:30am – Worship

11:00am – Sunday School for All Ages 
	7  
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

1:00pm – Wired Word Bible Study
	8
8am – Exercise Group
6:30pm – Ladies Night Out

	9  
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits

9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours
7pm – Choir Practice
	10 
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off
7pm – Exercise Group
	11 

	12
8:30am – Exercise Group

	13  9:30am – Worship

11:00am – Sunday School for All Ages
LOVE INC OFFERING


	14
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

1:00pm – Wired Word Bible Study
	15 
8am – Exercise Group

	16 
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits

9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

7pm – Choir Practice
	17 
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off
7pm – Exercise Group
	18 
	19
8:30am – Exercise Group

	20  

9:30am – Worship

11:00am – Sunday School for All Ages
	21 
9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

1:00pm – Wired Word Bible Study
	22
8am – Exercise Group 
9:30am – Mary Martha Circle
6:30pm – Finance Meeting

7:00pm – Church Council Meeting
	23
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits

9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

7pm – Choir Practice
	24  
Pastor Kathy’s Day Off
7pm – Exercise Group
	25

	26
8am-11am – 4th Saturday Pancake Breakfast

8:30am – Exercise Group

	27 

9:30am – Worship

11:00am – Sunday School for All Ages  
NOISY OFFERING
	28
Church Office Closed

	29
8am – Exercise Group
	30
8:30am – Men’s Group @ City Limits

9am -12pm Pastor Kathy’s Office Hours

7pm – Choir Practice
	31 
Pastor Kathy’s  Day Off
7pm – Exercise Group
	
	


If you have questions, concerns or an activity to add to the calendar, please call the church office at 231-652-6581 or email Deb Prins at debprins@sbcglobal.net.
Please be sure to check the church calendar before scheduling your events.  A printed calendar can be found on the corner of the desk in the church office.  
THANK YOU!

Read Through the Bible Chronologically in One Year. January 2013

Each month in 2013 there will be a calendar available with bible readings to guide you chronologically through the bible in one year.  If you have any questions please feel free to call the church office at 652-6581

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1

Genesis 1:1-3:24
	2

Genesis 4:1-5:32

1 Chronicles
1:1-4

Genesis 6:1-22
	3

Genesis 7:1-10:5

1 Chronicles 1:5-7

Genesis 10:6-20

1 Chronicles
1:8-16

Genesis 10:21-30

1 Chronicles 
1:17-23

Genesis 10:31-32

	4

Genesis 11:1-26

1 Chronicles 1:24-27

Genesis 11:27-14:24
	5

Genesis 
15:1-17:27

	6  
Genesis 18:1-21:7


	7  

Genesis
21:8-23:20
Genesis 11:32

Genesis 24:1067
	8

Genesis 25:1-4
1 Chronicles 
1:32-33

Genesis 25:5-6, 12-18

1 Chronicles 
1:28-31,34

Genesis 25:19-26, 7-11
	9  
Genesis 
25:27-28:5

	10 
Genesis 
28:6-30:24
	11 
Genesis 
30:25-31:55
	12
Genesis 
32:1-35:27

	13
Genesis 36:1-19
1 Chronicles 
1:35-37

Genesis 36:20-30
1 Chronicles 
1:38-42
Genesis 36:31-43
1 Chronicles 
1:43-2:2
	14

Genesis 
37:1-38:30
1 Chronicles 
2:3-6,8

Genesis 39:1-23
	15 
Genesis 40:1-23
Genesis 35:28-29

Genesis 41:1-57


	16 
Genesis 
42:1-45:15
	17 
Genesis 
45:16-47:27
	18 
Genesis 
47:28-50:26
	19

Job 1:1-4:21

	20  

Job 5:1-7:21
	21 

Job 8:1-11:20

	22
Job 12:1-14:22
	23

Job 19:1-21:34
	24  
Job 19:1-21:34
	25
Job 22:1-25:6
	26

Job 26:1-29:25

	27 

Job 30:1-31:40
	28
Job 32:1-34:37
	29
Job 35:1-37:24
	30

Job 38:1-40:5
	31 
Job 40:6-42:17
	
	



Future Mission Concerns


Jan. 13- Love In The Name of Christ


Jan. 27- Human Relations





A gift opens the way for the giver and ushers him, into the presence of the great.


�





LOVE INC


Please continue to donate toiletries for Love INC.  This is the time of year where more and more persons find the need to use the food pantry.  Everything you donate makes a difference in the life of someone else!





January Birthdays


1/1	Norm Pedelty


1/2	Amelia Stine


1/7	Alicia Pedelty


1/10	Jane Bode Fowler


1/11	Barbar Deitz


1/14	Elizabeth Brooks


1/14	Irene Payne


1/14	Connie VanderHyde


1/15	LeeAnn Hesse


1/22	Kathryn Cain


1/22	Jeff Berwalf


1/27	June Wade





HAPPY BIRTHDAY!











January Anniversaries





1/2 	Dan & Edna Schilling


1/23  Chris & LeeAnn Hesse





Happy Anniversary


�





Church Staff


Pastor:  Kathy Groff


Pastor Kathy is in the church office on Monday and Wednesday Mornings and other times by appointment.


Phone:  231-652-6581


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:kthlngrff@gmail.com"�kthlngrff@gmail.com�





Administrative:  Deb Prins


Deb is in the office Monday –Thursday from 9am to 2:15pm


Phone:  231-652-6581


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:debprins@sbcglobal.net"�debprins@sbcglobal.net�





Kids Hope Director:  LeeAnn Hesse


Phone:  231-652-7435


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:l.hesse@sbcglobal.net"�l.hesse@sbcglobal.net�





Organist:  Lois VanDyke


Phone:  231-924-2329


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:loisvandyke@hotmail.com"�loisvandyke@hotmail.com�





Choir Director:  Cathy Badge


Phone:  231-652-1478


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:bbadge@riverview.net"�bbadge@riverview.net�





Custodian:  Karen Winchel


Phone:  231-689-0677


Email:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:sahoka_farms@yahoo.com"�sahoka_farms@yahoo.com�





Please feel free to contact any of the church staff if you have any questions or concerns.  





Community Events





Save the date:  


Friday, April 26, 2013


Spring Christian Music Event


@ Fremont High School – Brand new building!


Previous Concerts:  Bid Daddy Weave, Sonicflood, 33miles, Barlow Girl, Sidewalk Prophets


http://www.facebook.come/cureusonline


Sponsored by:  NCureus and Love INC











EMMA L. GRAHAM SCHOLARSHIP FUND


Jon and Sherry Graham have started a scholarship in memory of their daughter, Emma Graham at Fremont Area Community Foundation.  Emma passed away on May 15, 2012 after a courageous battle with brain cancer. The scholarship fund will provide scholarships to students of Newaygo High School.


Fremont Area Community Foundation will match donations made to the Emma L. Graham Scholarship Fund up to $500 per household until May of 2013.  Donations can be sent directly to the Fremont Area Community Foundation at P.O. Box B, Fremont, MI, 49412.


�





Newaygo United Methodist Church Newsletter





Deadline for articles is 4:00PM on the 20th day of each month in the church office.





The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.





Newaygo United Methodist Church





Newaygo United Methodist Church


101 State Street


P.O. Box 366


Newaygo, MI  49337





January 2013 Newsletter


Join us for worship on Sunday morning at 9:30 am with fellowship following.


Sunday School for all ages at 11:00am  
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