
Easter blessings to you and your family. 

SPRINGING IT 

Ah!  The smells!  The sights!  The sounds!  Itôs here!  Itôs here!  New stuff 

peeking through thawed ground!  Sun warmed faces!  What a wonderful 

time of the year!  This is a good time to remember whose good creation this 

is.  If ever there was a time for God to show His best, it is this time.  For a 

few moments we can set aside the hustle and bustle of life and pay attention 

to the hustle and bustle of new life.  And,  amidst the wonder of blooming 

and nesting and baby animals we celebrate the best that God could offer in 

the death and resurrection of Jesus.   

Maybe itôs time we can proclaim with wonder the newness of life we find in 

the Spirit of Christ within us.  Maybe we can proclaim that the world is 

Godôs creative wonder in our physical being, but we should also be 

proclaiming that spring is also the time we to marvel at the wonder of Godôs 

spiritual creation in the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  What if 

our spring call to each new day was, ñHello flowers, hello birds, hello gentle 

rains, hello sunshine, hello new green leaves and hello Jesus!ò  What a way 

to start our new days ahead.  Wishing everyone a HAPPY EASTER!  Letôs 

celebrate all of life, most of all the new life God offers the world!   

     Pastor Kathy 

LENTEN ACTIVITIES 

 

Sunday, April 2 @ 9:30am ï Fifth Sunday of Lent Worship Service 

Wednesday, April 5 @ noon ï Soupôs On for Lent @ Newaygo United 
Methodist Church 

Sunday, April 9 @ 9:30am ï Palm/Passion Sunday Worship Service 

Thursday, April 13 @ 7pm ï Maundy Thursday Worship Service 

Friday, April 14 @ 7pm ï Good Friday Worship Service 

Sunday, April 16 @ 8amðEaster morning breakfast served @ Newaygo 
UMC.  All are welcome, cost is by donation. 

9:30am ï Easter Morning Worship Service 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

¶ Thank you to Dorothy Sibley 
and all the Longcore Ladies  
past and present. 

¶ Check out the information on 
the new prayer chains being 
formed. 

¶ Start saving your items for 
the Mary Martha rummage 
sale. 

¶ Easter breakfast on April 
16th at 8am. 
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Be on your guard; 
stand firm in the 
faith; be courageous; 
be strong.  
      1 Corinthians 16:13 

United Methodist Women meet once a month on the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month at 6 PMé.we call it ñLadies Nightò. 

Did you know that ñALLò the women of the Church can be a United 

Methodist Womané.and we make many decisions concerning Church 

projects and missions at this meeting...   

We have been trying for the last several years to get you ñALLò to 

attend  only once a monthé.we have great discussions, decide how to 

spend our money for mission, do projects, meet at someoneôs home, 

have picnicôs, Bible Study, ETCé.we would like your input and 

presence at this meetingé.it is hard to accomplish things when only 3 

people show up to the meetingé..we understand that you probably 

cannot come all the timeé.but it would be ñGREATò if you could 

come some of the timeé.. 

It does seem that if we plan something ñBIGò lots of people show up 

and that is wonderful, but we cannot have something ñBIGò all the 

timeé. 

SO this is a ñCALLò to ñALLò women of the Church to come to 

UMW LADIES NIGHT on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6 PMéé

COME SHARE YOUR TIME WITH US AND HELP US TO MAKE 

GREAT DECISIONS FOR ALL. 

Snacks are provided, along with laughter and funéé 

LADIES NIGHT THANK YOU 

We would like to say a special 

THANK YOU to Dorothy 

Sibley who has hosted most of 

the Longcore Circle meetings 

in her beautiful home for 

many years.  Dorothy and her 

sister were great planners and 

helped to create many of the 

wonderful traditions still 

carried on by the Newaygo 

United Methodist Women 

today.  We thank you so very 

much for your dedication 

Dorothy.  Also, a special 

thank you to all of the 

wonderful Longcore ladies, 

present and past...you are all a 

great inspiration to the women 

of Newaygo United Methodist 

Church and we  pray that we 

can learn from your example 

what it means to be a ñwoman 

of Godò. 

 Many blessings, 

 Newaygo United 

 Methodist Church 

  н 

"It's nice to have Rob at our breakfasts.  He is a volunteer firefighter and 

we get some idea of what their training is all about.  There was one thing 

he was supposed to do this past winter that didn't hit any of our bucket list 

of things to do.  He got a wet suit and was going to go swimming under the 

ice.  That not only didn't hit our list of things to do, it probably was on eve-

rybody's list of things not to do!!  Hey ladies, if one of your husbands come 

home after breakfast green.  Well, it's because apparently he doesn't like 

oatmeal and says he gags and turns green when he sees it.  So of course the 

rest of us are taking bets on which color green he'll turn and one of these 

Wednesdays, we're all going to order oatmeal and just sit back and enjoy 

the colorvision!!!   If the rest of you men want to see this excitement, you'll 

just have to join us on Wednesdays, at 8:30 at the City Limits.  You'll never 

know what we'll talk about or do!!!  Have a great and Blessed Easter!!   

MENôS GROUP 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+16%3A13&version=NIV


LONGCORE CIRCLE @ NEWAYGO UMC 

The United Methodist Women's Organization was formed over 100 

years ago when groups of women in United Methodist Churches began 

to meet.  The important work they accomplished in the USA and 

worldwide became the foundation for the present day United Methodist 

Women which has more than one million members . 

Many years ago, the Longcore Circle was formed in the Newaygo United 

Methodist Church.  The name was chosen to honor one of the women 

who helped start the unit.  Over the years, many women have become 

members and have contributed much to aid the community, our church, 

state organizations and world wide organizations.  The main focus of the 

Longcore Circle has been missions worldwide and our church school 

activities.   

Many fine women have worked with the Longcore Circle.  The circle has 

always had a time of devotion, a special program and refreshments 

along with interesting conversation.  In the past, at least 18 members or 

more attended our monthly meetings where we discussed church 

business and planning. 

During the last few years, there has been an exodus of members due to 

death, illness, home-bound members, members in nursing homes and 

those who have moved.  Last fall, Gladys Kroll died before she was going 

to turn 100 years old this coming June.  We miss her as she was one of 

the founders of the Longcore Circle.  Gladys had a wry sense of humor 

which I am sure she uses to regale the archangels when she tells her 

witty stories. 

The Longcore Circle has met monthly at the Sibley home for the last 

many years.  We have a wheelchair ramp that is helpful to many 

members.  Our last meeting was on Tuesday, March 11, when we had 

just five members attend.  We went over the list and realized that death, 

home-bound, entering nursing homes and moving away had caused 

many members to be long gone.  After our devotions and program, we 

voted to join the Mary Martha Circle.  It is a sad farewell to a great 

church circle when we decided to close the books.  I shall never forget all 

of the wonderful women I have met and all of the great things we 

accomplished.   

  Sadly, Dorothy A Sibley, Longcore Circle President 

 

Mary Martha Circleðwe want you 
join us when you can for food, fun, 
fellowship and growing closer to 
God and each other.  All women are 
welcome.  We meet on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each Month at 9:30am. 

  о 

MARY MARTHA 
CIRCLE 

Meets the Third Tuesday of 
the Month.  Next meeting:  
April 18, 2017 @ 9:30am ï
Women gather together 
monthly to support each 
other, pray study the bible, 
have devotional time and 
discuss ways we can help 
with missions in the 
surrounding community and 
beyond.   

COMING UP:  rummage/
plant sale during Memorial 
Day.  The sale will be held on 
Friday, May 26th from 9am
-6pm and Saturday, May 
27th from 8am-12pm.   

Please remember the 
rummage/plant sale as you 
begin your spring cleaning.  
As in the past couple of years 
we will not be having any 
clothing at the sale above 
childrenôs sizes.  Please 
consider donating any 
clothing to Love In the Name 
of Christ as they help people 
in our community who are 
struggling.   

We would like to have you 
donate any good used items 
you are ready to get rid of.  
We ask that if you have items 
of value please price them 
before dropping them off and 
mark them ñFIRMò  we will 
not be lowering prices on 
FIRM items this year and you 
will be asked to pick your 
items up if they do not sell. 

PLANTS:  repot your plants 
soon so they are healthy and 
settled when they are brought 
in for the sale. 



NEWAYGO UMC APP 

(android or apple):  

SMART PHONE 

USERS ï Go to your 

app store on your phone 

and search for 

ñnewaygo umcò and 

download our app.  This 

is a great way to get 

connected and get 

updates and reminders.  

There is a current 

calendar that updates 

daily.  If you need help 

please see Deb Prins. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

We would like to reorganize the prayer chain.  For many years Gladys Kroll 

faithfully served as our prayer chain coordinator.  She started every prayer 

chain with the help of Carline Knoll.  We will have a sign up sheet in the cof-

fee area for those of you who want to remain on the prayer chain or for those 

of you who wish to be added to a prayer chain.   

It will be a little different in that we will have several different manners of 

receiving the prayer chain information.  Please indicate on the sign up sheet 

what your preferred form of communication is and that will be the prayer 

chain you are added to. 

Phone Call:  you will receive a phone call from the prayer chain and will be 

asked to pass the message on to the next person in the chain. 

Text Message: a text message will be sent and you will be asked to text the 

next person in your prayer chain.  

Email: a single email will be sent to all email prayer chains by the coordina-

tor or church office.  You will not be asked to forward any information. 

Newaygo UMC App: (didnôt know we had an app?  Information to down-

load is to the left)  a message will be sent via the Newaygo UMC app.  You 

will not be asked to forward any information. 

You can also get added to a prayer chain by calling the church office at 231-

652-6581 or emailing Deb Prins @ debprins@sbcglobal.net.  If you would 

like to be the prayer chain co-ordinator please see Pastor Kathy or Deb Prins.   

Thank you to everyone who donated 

to the childrenôs 

EGGSTRAVAGANZA party in 

March.  It was a success and the 

children had fun.  Thank you to the 

parents and the kids for attending.   

You are all very much appreciated. 

NEXT CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION MEETING:  

Monday, May 1, 2017 @ 7:15pm.  

We will be talking about the summer 

Vacation Bible School as well as 

planning for next fall.   

PRAYER CHAIN 

  п 



ñI really needed 
you this year 
because I need-
ed help with 
math and read-
ing. I have 
learned from 
you how to stop 
fighting, and I 
learned how to 
be good in class. 
I have learned 
how to be a 
good girl, good 
reader and I 
learned how to 
listen. You make 
me feel happy 
inside.ò  
          A Kids Hope Child 

 

Doris JacquesðMarne SalacinaðEdna SchillingðFern GlasspooleðNancy 
FergusonðJean BumsteadðJune WadeðSusanne GeerdinkðBarb West-
brookðUnspoken PrayersðMilitary Service PersonsðPeace in the World 

 

If you have a loved one or a concern you would like added to the prayer list, 
please contact Deb Prins in the church office at 231-652-6581 or by emial; 
debprins@sbcglobal.net.   

April showers bring May flowers.  For 

me, it also brings the best sunrises of 

the year. They just seem so bright and 

lively after a dark cloudy winter. I can 

see light at the end of the tunnel, 

weôve made it to Spring Break. 

Students are making big strides to the 

next grade and it is exciting.  

Some changes to note: our Kids Hope 

party will have to be moved from 

Friday, May 19 to Thursday, May 18. 

The elementary schools will be having 

a fundraiser fun run at the high school 

track on Friday. You are welcome to 

cheer on your student if you wish. The 

money will go towards the good 

behavior incentive program at our 

schools. Itôs called  PBIS (Positive 

Behavior Incentive Support) The 

students earn ROARS tickets (more 

acronyms I know, Respectful to 

Others Act Responsibly Safely) when 

staff witness good behavior either 

individually or as a group. These 

ROARS tickets are drawn weekly in 

the classroom (prizes  are small like 

candy or pencils) and monthly, as a 

grade level at lunch (prizes are basket 

balls, soccer balls, backpacks etc.) and 

an end of the year raffle for a new 

bike (Each winning ticket from the 

weekly and monthly drawing is 

included in the bike raffle). The 

fundraiser will help pay for the prizes.  

PBIS also recognizes a pair of 

students from each grade each week 

for being a good example of ROARS 

behavior. This is the part I like best.  

Anyone can nominate a student 

because any of us has the potential to 

witness outstanding effort. Our 

principal, Adam announces each 

student with a small write up of their 

great examples of Lion  Pride 

behavior. For some of our students, 

this is the first official recognition and 

they are happily stunned. I never get 

tired of seeing that. Along with 

Adamôs shout out, the student has the 

choice of perks such as choosing an 

extra special treat for the week. Not 

surprisingly, many choose to 

participate in a week of extra gym 

class, with computers a close second. 

Our future broadcasters choose to be 

Adam and announce the dayôs events 

and lunch choices. They also can 

choose to eat lunch with a couple of 

buddies on the stage. Itôs kind of a big 

deal and Iôm glad to be a part. 

Demolition on the old part of the 

building is still scheduled to begin the 

last day of school Monday, June 12. 

Our Kids Hope space will be moved 

sometime during Spring Break. I donôt 

know where that will be, but I know a 

space will be found. As soon as I 

know, I will share. Stay tuned. 

PLEASE PRAY 

KIDS HOPE USA 

  р 



NEWAYGO COUNTY MOBILE FOOD PANTRY SCHEDULE 
  APRIL 2017 

 

 

¶Monday, March 27ð 10am @ White Cloud EaglesðWHITE CLOUD 

¶Wednesday, March 29ð10am @ True North Community ServicesðFREMONT 

¶Sat., April 1ð10am @ Pine Grove Comm. ChurchðCROTON/HOWARD CITY 

¶Saturday, April 1ð1pm @ Grant Wesleyan ChurchðGRANTðTo pre-register call 231-823-7222 

¶Monday, April 3ð5pm @ Fremont United Methodist ChurchðFREMONT 

¶Friday, April 7ð 10am @ St. Joseph Catholic ChurchðWHITE CLOUDðSponsored by local area churches 

¶Saturday, April 8ð 9:30am @ First Christian Reformed ChurchðFREMONT 

¶Wednesday, April 12ð4:30pm @ Weaver Park PavilionðHESPERIAðSponsored by local area churches 

¶Thursday, April 13ð3pm @ Amazing Grace Acres ChurchðBROHMAN 

¶Saturday, April 15ð1pm @ Grant Assembly of GodðGRANT 

¶Tuesday, April 18ð 4:30pm @ Northland Church of ChristðGRANT/NEWAYGO 

¶Wednesday, April 19ð 10am @ First Baptist Church of WOODLAND PARK 

¶Wednesday, April 19ð4:45pm @ Second Christian Reformed ChurchðFREMONT 

¶Wednesday, April 26ð10am @ True North Community ServicesðFREMONT 

¶Wednesday, April 26ð4:30pm @ Weaver Park PavilionðHESPERIAð Sponsored by local area churches 
 
NOTE: MOBILE PANTRY SCHEDULE IS UPDATED WEEKLY IN THE FREE HI-LITES SHOPPERS GUIDE 

<NEED HELP FINDING AID OR OTHER SERVICES?------CALL ñ211ò> 

Pastorôs Resource List 
 

We all love our Pastor and would love to keep her as long as possible.  One way to do this is to give her all the help 
we can.  We all know that we are an important part of the ministry of the church of Love.  The Pastor cannot be 
expected to do it all.  Here is one way we can help:  We can become part of a resource team to help our Pastor min-
ister to those in need.   

 

There are many ways you can help.  Please check the signup sheet in the coffee area at church or call the church 
office at 231-652-6581. 

 

John Wesleyôs philosophy is ñDO GOODò.  Here is our chance to do good.  We can become part of our Pastorôs 
Resource List.  Look for volunteer signup sheets at coffee hour on Sunday Mornings. 

 


